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A Study on the Integration of Ideological and Political Values into EFL
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Abstract: In the recent two decades, Chinese
academics have been exploring ways to integrate character
development and values education into the teaching of
various subjects in basic education. In 2012, the report of
the 18th CPC National Congress stated that “ ‘ Fostering
virtue through education’ is the fundamental task of
education. ” In 2017, China’s Ministry of Education
released the Outline for the Implementation of Ideological
and Political Education in Curriculum (IPEC) in higher
education, which marked the beginning of a new round
of educational reform in schools and universities.

In this study, IPEC in high school EFL textbooks
construct
This
conceptual framework was used to analyze three sets of
newly-published high school EFL textbooks.
show that each set covers most (79% , 88% and 85% )

a  multidimensional

and 33

was conceptualized as

covering five dimensions elements.

Results

of the elements in the framework, and that focus on the
five dimensions by different textbooks shows a consistent
pattern across textbooks ( in descending order )
“personal development” > “personality and concepts” >
“social citizenship 7 > “ interpersonal interactions” >
“behavioral habits” .

This shows that the new textbooks pay sufficient
attention to IPEC and are expected to promote the goal
of fostering virtue through education. A questionnaire
survey was then conducted to help understand the social
expectations for the integration of those elements into
EFL textbooks, as well as high school students’ self-
evaluation of their performance in those aspects. Data
were collected from 128 high school students, 111

college students, 68 teachers and 128 parents.

Mapping the textbook data and the survey data in an
IPA quadrant diagram shows the gap between reality and
social expectations, students’ self-evaluation and others’
expectations point in opposite directions regarding the
need to infuse certain elements into EFL textbooks.
Therefore, future textbook writers should consider a
variety of perspectives and, based on thorough
investigation, shift their attention from “excess” elements
to those falling into the low-reality high-expectation
quadrant (e. g., honesty and trustworthiness, filial piety
and respect for the elders, gratitude, kindness and giving,
physical fitness, safety awareness, etc. ). Particular
attention should be paid to those aspects that bear high
social expectations but are not adequately incorporated in
the existing textbooks and are poorly self-assessed by high
school students, such as behavioral habits, gratitude
education and education on ideals.

In summary, this paper proposes a conceptual
framework for the integration of ideological and political
education in high school English textbooks, collects
information about the integration of ideological and
political education elements in existing textbooks and the
evaluation of the importance of these elements by relevant
stakeholders, and makes some suggestions for future
textbook development based on the results of the data
analysis. It is hoped that this study will provide a
reference for the design of IPEC content in future high
school English textbooks.
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